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The Inspiration and Authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture. By J. Monroe Gibson, with an Intro- 
duction by Principal Forsythe. New York: 
Revell, 1012. Pp. xviii+246. $1.00. 

A volume in the "Christian Faith and Doc- 
trine Series," issued by the British Free Church 
Council under the general editorship of Rev. F. 
B. Meyer, this book distinctly meets a need 
which is felt by many ministers and thoughtful 
laymen today. Dr. Gibson has moved away 
from the traditional theology to the newer posi- 
tion surveyed by reverent modern scholarship; 
and after a long ministerial service, he offers 
competent guidance which, for many perplexed 
inquirers, will break the force of the transition 
from old to new. As Principal Forsythe says in 
the Introduction, religion today is like a business 
enterprise in which the structure that houses it 
is being made over. The premises are under- 
going reconstruction; but in the meanwhile, the 
business must be carried on. This volume helps 
to show how the Christian religion retains its 
vitality in the midst of the present crisis. 



Efficiency in the Sunday School. By Henry 
Frederick Cope, A.M., D.D. New York: 
Doran, 1912. Pp. viii+253. $1.00. 

In a volume of twenty-eight chapters, the 
general secretary of the Religious Education 
Association supplies a treatise on the Sunday 
school from the point of view of modern educa- 
tional study and experience. The book is not 
a collection of paper theories; it is the applica- 
tion of tested working hypotheses. Some of the 
chapter headings are: "Educational Engineers 
in the Churches"; "How to Organize an Effi- 
cient Sunday School"; "The Significance of the 
Graded School"; "Why Some Graded Schools 
Fail"; "Achieving the Religious Purpose"; 
"Order and Discipline"; "Music and Worship"; 
"Extension Work of the School"; "Making the 
Lesson Real' ' ; " The Adult Department and the 
Home"; "The Rural Sunday School"; "The 
Present Opportunity in Teacher Training." 
The author has had large experience; and the 
book is one that ought to be in the hands of 
Sunday-school workers everywhere. 



Notes of the Hebrew Text and the Topogra- 
phy of the Books of Samuel. Second 
edition, revised and enlarged. By Rev. 
S. R. Driver, D.D. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1013. Pp. xcvi-f-300. 

Twenty-three years show some advance even 
in biblical studies. The first edition of Dr. 
Driver's work on the books of Samuel appeared 
in 1890, and just now we have its revision as a 
second edition. The improvements and enlarge- 



ments are found mainly in the notes on the text, 
extending them nearly 100 pages. The chief 
feature of this amplification is the inclusion of 
material, and four maps of limited areas on large 
scales, to illustrate and emphasize the topo- 
graphical background of the Books of Samuel. 
This is a valuable new contribution to the study 
of these really topographical books, and the 
author has laid under contribution the latest 
and best material on this live theme. Two 
interesting facsimiles, a "Hebrew Inscribed 
Tablet from Gezer" and "Part of an Egyptian 
Aramaic Papyrus, of 484 B.C.," are added to the 
four of the first edition. 

Dr. Driver's well-known thoroughness is 
seen on every page, and his up-to-dateness 
in every field of study that touches Samuel 
gives the student a sense of satisfaction that 
makes the study of the book a real pleasure. 
This volume with its full indexes adds a most 
useful tool to the apparatus critkus for the study 
of this fascinating period. 



Studies in the History of Religions. Pre- 
sented to Crawford Howell Toy by Pupils, 
Colleagues, and Friends. Edited by David 
G. Lyon and George F. Moore. New York: 
Macmillan, 1912. Pp. x+373. $2.50. 

This valuable and various collection of 
material is a worthy tribute to Professor Toy, 
in view of his long and fruitful service in the 
scientific investigation and interpretation of 
religion. While the contributions are technical, 
the writers have had a wide circle of readers in 
mind, and have presented their ideas and facts 
as untechnically as possible. The subjects 
considered are brought together from regions 
and periods far apart; but they are connected 
by their bearing upon the historical aspect 
of religion. They really treat phases, or aspects, 
of the same great theme. We mention a few of 
the papers: "English Witchcraft and James 
the First," by George L. Kittredge, Harvard 
University; " Christian andBuddhist Parallels," 
by J. Estlin Carpenter, Oxford University; 
"The Liver as the Seat of the Soul," by Morris 
Jastrow, University of Pennsylvania; "The 
Sacred Rivers of India," by Edward W. Hop- 
kins, Yale University; "Oriental Cults in 
Spain," by Clifford H. Moore, Harvard Uni- 
versity. These monographs help to emphasize 
the growing inportance of the "religious- 
historical" school, which is as yet only in its 
beginnings. That the historical method in 
this field is bound to widen out still more is 
admitted by a growing company of scholars. 
Professor Toy himself, more than twenty years 
ago, in his Judaism and Christianity, wrote: 
"Religion may be regarded as a branch of so- 
ciology, subject to all the laws that control 
general human progress." The present situa- 
tion makes these words almost prophetic. The 
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Toy Presentation Volume will have wide circu- 
lation and do good service in the cause for which 
it stands. 



The Romance of the Hebrew Language. By 
Rev. William H. Saulez. New York and 
London: Longmans, 1913. $1.40 net. 

It is a noble ambition to desire and to at- 
tempt to popularize such a picturesque tongue 
as Hebrew. The man who undertakes it and 
is successful in the task must draw a sharper 
line than the author has in this volume. The 
first two or three chapters are reasonably plain 
to the student who knows no Hebrew, but the 
rest of the book will be understandable only to 
the one who knows it. The author's own 
familiarity with the intricacies of the language 
leads him to forget that the reader,who is 
supposed to be ignorant of it, will not under- 
stand HiphU (p. 26 i.g.) or Kal (Qal p. 28), 
and many other grammatical terms. For the 
man who has studied a little Hebrew it does 
a good service. It should inspire him to pursue 
it until he too can wrest its beauties, and revel 
in its picture galleries. But we are rather 
disappointed to find that one who could write 
a chapter on the importance of small things, 
should disregard them, especially in translations; 
for example: Gh'bhul, Gha-bhal (for G'bhul, 
Ga-bhal, p. 27), tsa-daq (for tsa-dahq, p. 29), 
Gha-al (for Ga-'al, p. 48), ya-din, ya-don (for 
ya-dhin, ya-dhon, p. 48), Kal (for Qal often), 
Dha-rash (for Da-rash, p. 80), V David (for l" 
Dha-widh, p. 84), Yod (for Yodh, often). Good 
indexes put the book's contents at the reader's 
ready disposal. The book is commended to 
those who have studied Hebrew, and want to 
know reasons why they should keep it up 
and get into its real spirit. 



The Book of Job Interpreted. By James 
Strahan. Edinburgh: T. &. T. Clark, 1913. 
Pp. xii+356. 

Scholars as well as general readers were in 
the mind of the author when he prepared his 
interpretation of the Book of Job. The Mas- 
soretic text with the aid of the Ancient versions 
formed the basis of his exposition. The Intro- 
duction presents a sane modern view of the 
Book of Job. The text of the British Revised 
Version is printed at the head of each chapter, 
with its full marginal notes. The author then 
gives us an interpretation which is ethical, 
archaeological, and in part exegetical. The 
literary beauty is pointed out, as the author 
unfolds the line of argument or the thought that 
runs through the words. The hortatory lessons 
are left to the good sense of the student. The 
best feature of the book is its appeal to the 
popular reader. Scholars will find little to 
claim their attention. 



Two recent books by Warren H. Wilson give 
us an insight into the' country-life campaign 
which is a vital phase of the current social and 
religious uplift. One of these volumes is 
entitled The Church of the Open Country (New 
York: Missionary Education Movement, 156 
Fifth Ave. $0.50). The author has been a 
country pastor, has traveled much, and has had 
good training in practical and theoretical 
sociology. His other work is entitled The 
Evolution of the Country Community, A Study in 
Religious Sociology (Boston: The Pilgrim Press. 
$1 . 25). These books ought to be in the hands 
of rural-life workers. The preface of the latter 
is by Professor Giddings, of the department of 
sociology in Columbia University, New York; 
and the following sentences reproduced there- 
from indicate the purpose and spirit of both 
books: "The Protestant churches have com- 
pleted one full and rounded period of their 
existence. The age of theology in which they 
played a conspicuous part has passed away, 
never to return. The world has entered into the 
full swing of the age of science and practical 
achievement. What the work, the usefulness, 
and the destiny of the Protestant churches shall 
henceforth be will depend entirely upon their 
own vision, their common-sense, and their 
adaptability to a new order of things. Embody- 
ing as they do resources, organization, the 
devotion and the energy of earnest minds, they 
are in a position to achieve results of well-nigh 
incalculable value if they apply themselves 
diligently and wisely to the task of holding com- 
munities and individuals up to the high stand- 
ard of that 'Good Life' which the most gifted 
social philosopher of all ages told us, more than 
two thousand years ago, is the object for which 
social activities and institutions exist." 



In a volume entitled Origin and Aim of the 
Acts of the Apostles (Macmillan, 80 cents), the 
canon of Worcester, Rev. J. M. Wilson, gives 
a very readable and scholarly sketch of the 
modern study of Acts. The popular character 
of the book is indicated by the fact of its original 
delivery in sermon form. The author is ac- 
quainted with the work of technical scholars; 
and while he presents nothing new, he has given 
us a useful study of the earliest work on church 
history. 

The Cambridge Press issues a small com- 
mentary volume on the Second Book of Samuel 
(50 cents), as a single number in the Revised 
Version series for young students. The aim of 
the series is to explain the Revised Version, and 
to present in a simple form the main results of 
the best modern scholarship. The same pub- 
lishers also present a small commentary on the 
Second Book of Kings (30 cents), as a unit in 
the "Smaller Cambridge Bible for Schools." 
The former volume is by R. O. Hutchinson; 
the latter, by T. H. Hennessy. 



